ROBESPIERRE
side of the Revolution as Robespierre. His personal
rectitude made it possible for him to give voice to
sentiments that in the mouth of any other would have
sounded hypocritical. It was given to him to turn the
religious sentiment engendered by the social upheaval
into Puritan channels. The last phase of the Revolution
is stamped unmistakably with his personality. Condorcet
and Rabout Saint-Etienne have both called him a priest,
and, indeed, there was a good deal of the evangelist
about him. It was the spiritual note in Robespierre's
speeches that gave him much of his prestige.
Many of his speeches are characterized by great
bitterness towards his political opponents. They do
not give evidence of a charitable disposition. Yet, in
private as well as public life, he does not appear to have
been uncharitable. His bark was often worse than his
bite. It is characteristic of him that he often used
uncharitable language when attempting to perform a
charitable act. His contemptuous reference to Madame
Elisabeth—the King's sister—whom he tried to save
from the fury of the extremists, is a striking example.
Reubell has said of him: "I have but one fault to find
with Robespierre, it is that he was too kind-hearted".
Madame Lebas, who came in daily contact with him,
says in her memoirs, which bear such a stamp of sin-
cerity: "He was so good!" He loved children and
animals. The little Savoyard boys, in the garden of the
Tuileries, for whom he always brought coppers along,
called him "/<? bon monsieur". Yet, one is forced to remark
that while his outlook upon issues was usually broad
and politic, and shows him to have possessed qualities
of true statesmanship, his insight into men and their
motives appears frequently narrow and lays him open
to the charge of sectarianism and fanaticism. He lacked
that largeness of spirit which, on occasion, character-
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